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• Intro: Back on Thanksgiving Day we talked together about the Grinch who 
tried to steal Christmas, and how the Who's down in Whoville still got up on 
Christmas Day and sang songs of joy even without gifts and decorations.  So 
as the Grinch learned, Christmas

• came without ribbons!  It came without tags!

• It came without packages, boxes or bags!

• And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore.

• Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before

• Maybe Christmas, he thought, “doesn't come from a store.

• Maybe Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!”

• I'd like to return now to that concept here on Christmas Eve/Day.

• 1. Christmas joy goes deeper than good feelings. 

• A. Have you ever noticed how much of the difficulty of life into which Jesus 
was born continued even after he was here?

• 1) Consider the shepherds.  Socially on the bottom of the celebrity 
scale.  Economically the “lower class”, the ones who qualify for free 
healthcare.  They went back.  Back to what? 
• Back to the fields.  To sleeping outdoors, on cold nights. Wild animals. 
No glamour.  No condo in the Rockies. No servants to clean the 
bathroom. No turkey dinner.  They didn't suddenly reach a “better life”, 
become richer, or more “happening”.  
• Some of those shepherds would be dead before Jesus grew up!  Did 
they keep tabs on the boy Jesus?  Did they scan the Bethlehem Times 
for some great deeds he might start doing?  His SAT scores? 

• Pause:  who has more joy, you or the Shepherds?

• 2) Consider Mary:  Mary still had to raise Jesus, change his diapers, 
teach him to talk, and not with his mouth full. And the angel said a sword 
would pierce her soul?  Did she wake up day after day wondering if this 
would be the sword day?
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• 3) Consider Simeon:  “Now let your servant die in peace...” He saw the 
Messiah.  But lived through nothing he did. 

• Pause:  who lived with more joy, you or Mary or Simeon?

• B.  Christmas doesn't necessarily make your circumstances different, does 
it?  It doesn't make your boss a nicer guy.  It doesn't make your stocks go up. 
The shepherds didn't win an shopping spree at Walmart.
• I say this because it's easy for us to slip into the expectation that Christmas 
is supposed to make us warm and tingly all over, like a peppermint schnapps 
or something.  When it doesn't, and trust me on this one, it doesn't, we get 
depressed. During Christmas the number of depression cases surges!
• 2. Great Joy depends on the whole story of Christmas.

• A. We find it in verse 10-11.  The savior has been born. It has...begun. 
There's no stopping it now.  The gears of history are in motion. What does that 
mean?
• It means that there is a God, and a working salvation in the hard and the 
soft.  It means hope is coming whether a Democrat or a Republican is in the 
Oval Office.  It means there is favor of God to be had no matter what gas 
prices do.  Now we could counsel each other on Christmas to 

• focus on the sweet things of life...

• make memories with our children; hold special Christmas traditions 
with the family....
• to not give people stuff, but to give ourselves...

• We could do all that, but that alone will not wipe out the humbugs. 
Christmas is not a simple case of natural optimism. It is a sure confidence that 
all that makes us pessimistic has begun to sink in Jesus' birth.  And that all 
that is right has left the station. It's been shipped.  We can track it. It's getting 
closer. 
• Mary senses this too in her song. (1:50, 54-55)  There is a power to set 
things right again.  There is a real superhero to call on.  The scales will be 
balanced.  It's only a matter of time. Therefore there is a go-to person!  Go to 
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him!
• ““Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest.” Matthew 11:28, NIV.
• “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:7, 
NIV.  

• 3.  Joy is an eternal gift requiring an eternal world-view.

• Look, the shepherds heard a message from beyond, from angels, and they 
believed.  They heard from God.  They saw their lambs as God's herds.  Their 
fields as God's fields.  Their history as God's history.  Their nation as God's 
nation.  For that reason, they hoped.  They didn't know how it would turn out, 
but they knew that it would turn out. 
• A. Don't set your eyes on earthly things for joy.  Don't do it.  In fact, do 
something to remember not to do it.  Put your presents aside, sing a carol. 
Pray together.  Stop before your festivities and say out loud why this is a day 
of joy.  Clothe it in words, and lips.
• In December 2012, in the wake of the Newtown massacre  our president 
quoted the Bible.  Know what he quoted? 2Cor.4!  And if he believes it so 
much the better.

• “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting 
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what 
is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18, NIV.

• But listen.  This is not generic political optimism.  It is not true of all people. 
Read the context!

• “For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and 
ourselves as your servants for Jesusʼ sake. For God, who said, “Let light 
shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we 
have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is 
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from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; 
struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the 
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our 
body. For we who are alive are always being given over to death for 
Jesusʼ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.” 2 
Corinthians 4:5-11, NIV.
• “because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the 
dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his 
presence. All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching 
more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory 
of God. Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our 
light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that 
far outweighs them all.” 2 Corinthians 4:14-17, NIV.

• Listen Newtown.  Listen Ferguson.  Listen NYC.  Listen Washington

• Conclusion: 

• 1. Christmas does not mean everything will feel good for me.

• 2. Great Joy depends on the whole story of Christmas.

• 3.  Joy is an eternal gift requiring an eternal view.

• If you can find a better eternal view than the gospel of Jesus Christ, follow it! 
But if you find your soul starving even when you stomach is full and your floor 
is covered with presents then I invite you to live for something bigger than 
Xbox Black Ops, or iTunes songs from the latest Wi game. 
• I invite you to carve out a time to sit still, with no screens and no noise, and 
no boxes and wonder if you would be also happy stranded along on an island, 
and if so why? And if not, why not?
• Paul Teilhard de Chardin once said, “Joy is the surest sign of the presence 
of God.” 
• Pray with me:
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• Lord Jesus, please give me this joy you speak of.  Help me this Christmas to 
feel the weight of what you did for me in coming to my planet.  Lord, I would 
like to live for more important purposes than I often choose.  Save me out of 
my sin and into your joy.
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